 

Date: [insert date]

 

Dear [insert name of pollie]

 

I am a constituent in your electorate and live in [insert suburb].

 

My child is currently at risk because of the Shared Parental Responsibility laws and I would like to raise my concerns with you. For myself and all my family members, this is a core election issue and we will vote accordingly based on our sitting member’s position on this point.

I was very relieved to see that the reviews and recommendations addressed many of the problems with the existing Shared Parenting Law. This law introduced in 2006, sees children being put into high risk or violent/abusive situations for the sake of ‘having a meaningful relationship’ with a parent.  Now with the findings within these reviews there is strong and irrevocable evidence that the Shared Parenting Law of 2006 has not been working (in cases where there is entrenched conflict or abuse and violence, which amounts to 20-25% of cases according to the AIFS study) and requires urgent changes to protect children from families where this is a concern.


The Howard Government brought in the 2006 amendments; however, it rightly built into the changes a review of it to be carried out by the Australian Institute of Family Studies. This was to safeguard in case the changes didn't work for children. This has now turned out to be the case. Although shared care is working in 75% of cases, where there is no entrenched conflict, these are the parents who were capable of working in the best interests of their children with or without laws to force them to do so. Where it is failing children, is in cases where parents are unable to work out their differences and put children's needs first. In these cases, the reviews show there are poorer outcomes for children and many are put at risk in violent situations.  

Many, including myself and my family, have been anxiously awaiting changes to the legislation, but now, despite three reviews all pointing to problems, there appears to be some whitewashing the findings and statements along the lines that the current problems with this law were simply due to 'misunderstandings'.

If a law can be so widely and comprehensively misunderstood by so many in the legal profession, how could that law be considered adequate when it deals with the childhoods and futures of the most vulnerable in our society?

Try telling Darcey Freeman's family or Dionne Fehring who lost her two children in a murder suicide by their father who was awarded interim custody, that the current laws were simply misunderstood by judges and others in the legal profession.

I ask you with all your force to get behind these reviews and support the changes for the sake of the children.  This current law sees parents’ rights being given precedence over the safety and wellbeing of children.  This is not a fathers versus mothers issue but what and who is best for the child.  This system is failing children.  It must be changed. 

I trust you will take this on board, read and familiarise yourself with the Reviews and help change and save the lives of our children.

Kind regards

 

[insert your name]

[insert your contact details]

